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the Bible, which every good man can interpret
for himself. The first English Bible, trans-
lated from the Latin Vulgate, is Wyclif's
great glory. But the power of the English
hierarch}^ was too strong for him. His
doctrine was officially condemned, his Uni-
versity, which tried to uphold him, was
humiliated and its teachers forced to recant.
Wyclif himself was allowed to retire to his
parish of Lutterworth, where he taught
unmolested, and died peaceably in 1384.
His followers, the " poor priests," spread his
doctrine throughout England, spiced often
with a communism that seized upon the
imagination of the peasantry, but of which
Wyclif was not an advocate. Soon the house
of Lancaster came to the throne, weak, and
largely dependent on clerical support, as
the price of which a statute for the burning of
heretics was enacted in 1401. It was a new
thing, for heresy and its punishment had been
almost unknown in the nation; but it was
not such an innovation as the establishment
of the Papal Inquisition would have been.
There were many sufferers, and many more
who recanted. Though the Lollards, as
Wyelifs followers were called, gradually
dwindled down to an obscure sect, they were
not exterminated; trials of Lollards had